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Summary
	Irina von Wiese is a British and German dual qualified lawyer, former Member of the European Parliament and academic with 25 years’ professional experience. Specialising in business law as well as political sciences, she is Affiliate Professor at European Business School, the ESCP. She is also an elected member of the City Council of the London Borough of Southwark and Honorary President of the European Centre for Populism Studies.

As Member of the European Parliament (UK Liberal Democrats), Irina served as Vice Chair of the Human Rights Subcommittee and member of the cross-party Working Group on Responsible Business Conduct, where she focused on ESG and global supply chains. She was elected to the Board of Governors and Executive Committee of the European Endowment for Democracy.

Prior to her election, Irina worked as a competition lawyer in private practice (incl. Allen & Overy LLP), government and industry. Notably, she was the Antitrust Director at global mobile industry body, the GSM Association, and is a leading expert on policy and regulation in the ICT industry. 

Irina holds a Master in Public Administration degree from the Harvard Kennedy School and a law degree from the University of Munich. She has extensive public speaking and media experience and is fluent in English, German and French.



Work
AFFILIATE PROFESSOR, ESCP BUSINESS SCHOOL				                     London / Paris / Brussels
01/2022 – date
· Teaching courses in Business Law (Master in Management), ‘Introduction to Politics’ and ‘Liberalism and Populism’ (Bachelor in Management)
· Coaching international business leaders in the 2024 ‘Designing Europe’ executive MBA programme 

COUNCILLOR, LONDON BOROUGH OF SOUTHWARK (LBS)					        London
05/2022 – date
· Elected as representative of the Borough & Bankside ward
· Elected Vice Chair, LBS Overview and Scrutiny Committee

SENIOR ADVISOR, FGS GLOBAL 		                                                                                                            Brussels
09/2021 – 12/2023
Advising FTSE100 companies, NGOs and public organisations on geopolitical risk, EU developments and strategic communications
Specialist areas include ESG (with a focus on ‘S’), trade and trade sanctions, tech regulations and sustainable supply chains
MEMBER, EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT (UK LIBERAL DEMOCRATS)			            Brussels / Strasbourg       06/2019 – 01/2020
Elected First Vice Chair of the Human Rights Subcommittee (DROI), responsible for setting strategic priorities for the 2019-2024 mandate, notably the inclusion of a ‘Business and Human Rights’ cluster 
Appointed Group Coordinator in charge of substantive negotiations with other political groups
Represented DROI on missions to Pakistan (Kashmir), the United Nations / UNGA, the United States Congress and State Department, and the UNHCR Global Refugee Forum
Forged close ties with government agencies, parliamentarians and NGOs in the UK, Germany and the United States and successfully cooperated on a number of individual human rights cases
In addition to DROI, served as member of the Foreign Affairs (AFET), Liberty Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) and Petitions (PETI) Committees
Managed a multi-disciplinary, multinational team in London, Brussels and Strasbourg

MEMBER, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND BOARD OF GOVERNORS,                                                             Brussels    
EUROPEAN ENDOWMENT FOR DEMOCRACY                                                                                                                                                                  
12/2019 – 01/2020
Nominated by the European Parliament Conference of Presidents and elected as one of nine MEP members to oversee the work of the EED
Chaired EED / EP Exchange of Views on the Role of Civil Society and Press Freedom in the European Neighbourhood (Eastern Partnership and Middle East / North Africa)

ANTITRUST DIRECTOR, GSM ASSOCIATION							        London 07/2010 – 06/2019
Sole responsibility for the Association’s compliance with applicable competition laws in Europe, the United States, Latin America, the Middle East, Sub-Saharan Africa and China
Shared responsibility for competition and regulatory advocacy, notably vis-à-vis the European Commission. Negotiated, inter alia, the ‘Roaming III’ regulation with DG Connect, and the Association’s intervention in the FB/WhatsApp merger with DG Competition
Lead lawyer on key standard-setting activities in the mobile industry, e.g. the development of Remote SIM Provisioning and interoperable payment. Monitored industry collaboration and provided bespoke direct advice to member organisations and other stakeholders, at C-level
Regularly spoke at C-level and GSMA Board meetings (comprising the CEOs of the world’s 25 biggest mobile operators)

DIRECTOR, POLICY AND EUROPE, SOUTH-EAST ENGLAND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY                             Guildford 01/2010 - 06/2010
Headed up the departments for European Policy, Innovation, Skills, and Enterprise & Competition 
Led the Agency’s European Regional Funds programme that brought major investment into the region
Managed a large multi-disciplinary team with seven direct reports (Heads of Units)
SENIOR COMPETITION COUNSEL, BRITISH TELECOMMUNICATIONS PLC 			        London 03/2003 – 12/2009
Responsible for compliance of BT’s global solutions business (BT Global Services) with antitrust and regulatory rules across its 50+ countries of operation
Developed and delivered a wide range of compliance training programmes

ASSOCIATE SOLICITOR, ALLEN & OVERY LLP / LANDWELL / THEODORE GODDARD 		        London 11/1996 – 02/2003
EU and UK competition law specialist with exposure to complex legal matters, including multi-jurisdictional merger filings, anti-competitive conduct, market investigations and litigation
At Theodore Goddard, led the German Business Group and supervised German Junior Lawyers

JUNIOR LAWYER (RECHTSREFERENDARIN), EUROPEAN COMMISSION                                                      Brussels
10/1994 – 03/1995
Training seat at the Directorate General for External Economic Relations (then: DG.1)

LEGAL ADVISOR, STATE PARLIAMENT OF MECKLENBURG-WEST POMMERANIA                                   Schwerin
03/1992 – 07/1992
Following the re-establishment of the federal system in the former GDR, advised the Constitution Committee on the State’s first post-war constitution

Education 
MASTER IN PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, HARVARD KENNEDY SCHOOL 			         Cambridge MA
09/1992 – 05/1994
John J. McCloy Scholarship recipient, full bursary, awarded to eight German students each year

FIRST STATE EXAMINATION IN LAW, LUDWIG-MAXIMILIANS-UNIVERSITY 			        Munich
09/1989 – 02/1992
[bookmark: _Hlk105355389]Studienstiftung des Deutschen Volkes (German Academic Scholarship Foundation) scholarship recipient, full bursary, awarded to fewer than 0.5% of German students

CERTIFICATE IN EUROPEAN STUDIES, UNIVERSITY OF GENEVA      	                                                   Geneva 09/1988 – 06/1989
 DAAD (German Academic Foreign Service) grant recipient, full bursary

Professional Qualifications
SOLICITOR, ENGLAND & WALES	 | RECHTSANWÄLTIN, GERMANY 
1997/1998
Qualified to practice law in Germany, England and Wales
Voluntary Positions				
[bookmark: _Hlk161860328]HONORARY PRESIDENT, EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR POPULISM STUDIES			    
07/2023 – date
· Representing and supporting ECPS in its global academic, research and event organisation activities 

CHAIR, LIBERAL INTERNATIONAL BRITISH GROUP						        
01/2022 – date
· Representing the United Kingdom at Liberal International, an umbrella organisation of Liberal and Liberal Democrat parties across the globe

CHAIR, SUBCOMMITTEE ON AUTHORITARIAN STATES,                                                                                   LIBERAL DEMOCRATS FOREIGN & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE			          5/2024 – date
·   Shaping Liberal Democrats policy and advising parliamentarians on foreign and international policy 


[bookmark: _Hlk105354775]Languages
GERMAN - fluent | ENGLISH - fluent | FRENCH - fluent | GREEK - basic 

