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About ESCP Business School: ESCP Business School is an international business school with campuses in 6

European metropolises. Founded in 1819, ESCP is the oldest business school in the world. To date, the business

school is regularly awarded with top positions in the Financial Times rankings. ESCP Berlin's academic focus lies

on the topics entrepreneurship, sustainability and digitalization.

Research Assistant (m/f/d) | 100%, 3 years limited
“Business Model Design and Cross-sector Collaboration 

for Social Entrepreneurship Scaling”

The Chair for Corporate Sustainability (Prof. Dr. Florian Lüdeke-Freund) at the ESCP Business 

School, Campus Berlin is looking for a: 

This position is offered in the context of the “seizmic” Doctoral Network, based on a Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions

(MSCA) grant. The goals of this position are to contribute to the seizmic project and to allow the candidate to pursue

a PhD degree. Planned start: 1st February 2025 (contingent upon the receipt of funding,

www.seizmic.eu/msca).

Research Project

The focus will be on studying how business model design and cross-sector collaboration influence the scalability of

social enterprises (SE). The research shall uncover the influence of business model design (e.g., commercial, non-

commercial logics), cross-sector collaboration (e.g., with businesses, NGOs), and market dynamics (e.g., availability

of funding) on SE scaling. A thorough literature review shall be conducted. Further research methods will include

qualitative case studies, interviews, participant observations, and surveys to gather in-depth data from SEs and their

partners. This position and the related PhD research project will be part of a Europe-wide network of 15 doctoral

students investigating SE scaling. The position will be supervised by Prof. Dr. Florian Lüdeke-Freund and co-

supervised by Prof. Dr. Esben Rahbek Pedersen, Copenhagen Business School (CBS), Denmark.

Secondments

As required by the MSCA guidelines, the candidate will have an academic secondment at CBS and will also have a

non-academic secondment with a third-party organisation (e.g., social enterprise, company, association).

Application Requirements

• A master’s degree in entrepreneurship, business, management, or a related discipline.

• Knowledge about social entrepreneurship, non-profit businesses, sustainable businesses, or related topics.

• According to the MSCA mobility requirements, candidates must not have resided or carried out their main activity

(work, studies, etc.) in Germany for more than 12 months in the 3 years immediately before the recruitment date.

Required Documents

• Full CV with an emphasis on your academic development, incl. list of publications, if applicable.

• A two-page research concept outlining how you would address the topic of this position.

• And at least one letter of recommendation from an academic advisor.

Deadline: 1st October 2024. Send your application (in one PDF) and all questions to Astrid Tröster

(atroester@escp.eu). Only complete applications containing all required documents will be considered.

Sign up for a seizmic information session (19th August & 2nd September): https://bit.ly/seizmicinfo

http://www.seizmic.eu/msca
mailto:atroester@escp.eu
https://bit.ly/seizmicinfo
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